Hiragana vss»

Oboeru %z 3

Every Japanese sound, each one a full beat and read the same way in every word. Learn this chart and

you can say any Japanese word on sight.
| The 46 basic kana
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I Add two dots, change the sound
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Two dots ) voice the sound; the small circle ‘ turns hinto p.

Three rules that finish the job

Small D — hold the next sound for one silent beat. & 2
T kitte, stamp - DY D Z S gakkou, school

A second vowel kana doubles the length. D stretches o

and UL\ stretches e: HH' @ I A okaasan, mother - X LV HY
ee-ga, film
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I Small % B & squeeze two kana into one beat
Te Ty Tk T Tew T

kya kyu kyo gya gyu gyo
L Lw L& Cx Cw L&

sha shu sho ja ju jo
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cha chu cho bya byu byo
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nya nyu nyo pya pyu pyo
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hya hyu hyo mya myu myo
D% Dw D&

rya ryu ryo

The second kana is written small. 3’ ’(3 is two beats, 3’ P is
one.

Watch out

Look-alike pairs. & + & -8B+ & - (- IF- "L - - f3-
%+ A - & « F. Write each pair out a few times; staring
at them does not work.

A is its own beat. |ZIX A is ni-ho-n — three beats, not
two.

Spelling is honest. Unlike English, a kana never changes
its sound, so a new word holds no surprises — and
furigana above kanji makes the rest readable too.

Make Japanese words stick.

oboeru.underbanyan.com

Save any Japanese word with its reading, meaning, example sentences and audio — then let it
come back to you on your home screen while you get on with your day.
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