
Hiragana ひらがな Oboeru 覚える

Every Japanese sound, each one a full beat and read the same way in every word. Learn this chart and
you can say any Japanese word on sight.

The 46 basic kana
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Add two dots, change the sound

a i u e o

g が
ga

ぎ
gi

ぐ
gu

げ
ge

ご
go

z ざ
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じ
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ず
zu

ぜ
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ぞ
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d だ
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ぢ
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づ
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で
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ど
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b ば
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び
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ぶ
bu

べ
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ぼ
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pa

ぴ
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ぷ
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ぺ
pe

ぽ
po

Two dots ゛ voice the sound; the small circle ゜ turns h into p.

Small ゃゅょ squeeze two kana into one beat

きゃ
kya

きゅ
kyu

きょ
kyo

ぎゃ
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ぎゅ
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ぎょ
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hyu

ひょ
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The second kana is written small. きや is two beats, きゃ is
one.

Three rules that finish the job

Small っ — hold the next sound for one silent beat.きっ

て kitte, stamp · がっこう gakkou, school

A second vowel kana doubles the length.う stretches o

and い stretches e: おかあさん okaasan, mother · えいが
ee-ga, film

Three kana lie when they act as particles.は = wa · へ =

e · を = o

Watch out

Look-alike pairs.あ・お · ぬ・め · は・ほ · れ・わ・ね ·

る・ろ · さ・き. Write each pair out a few times; staring
at them does not work.

ん is its own beat.にほん is ni-ho-n — three beats, not
two.

Spelling is honest. Unlike English, a kana never changes
its sound, so a new word holds no surprises — and
furigana above kanji makes the rest readable too.

Make Japanese words stick.
Save any Japanese word with its reading, meaning, example sentences and audio — then let it
come back to you on your home screen while you get on with your day.
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