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Japanese has two kinds of adjective and they behave differently. One changes its own ending; the other

never changes and lets T do the work.
| Telling them apart

I LV-adjectives — end in L) and change their own ending. =L\ takai, expensive - = < 7R LY « B o7

73 -adjectives — never change. C 9 or 72 after them does all the work. R snizuka, quiet - BRDNTY * F%

MTLT:

The & only shows up before a noun — §2 D B [& 2 quiet shop, but Z DIEIZERD T I this shop is quiet. An L)-

adjective needs nothing: SUE.

| All eight forms of each

LV-adjective - 133 L) expensive % -adjective - BRD® quier
Polite - is ',%‘L\’C"é‘ takai desu %@7’3\—(—; shizuka desu
Polite - is not = S B T takakunai desu #HhL»EBEWVWTY shizuka ja nai desu
Polite - was S D27z TY takakatta desu Fah T L T= shizuka deshita
. - W A j‘~ Y ~ 7 . .
Polite - was not = K B 27z T takakunakatta desu mh Lo @b o C’;;;E 9 shizuka ja nakatta
Plain - is =L\ takai BaDNTIE shizuka da
Plain - is not = ST takakunai D LR B shizukaja nai
Plain - was B Do T tkakatta gEah 12 o Tz shizuka datta
Plain - was not = K BD oTe takakunakatta BhHLeah-o7: shizuka ja nakatta

swap UL\ for < and an U)-adjective behaves like a verb. % 782 L) can be written C 178 LY, which sounds more formal.

| Joining and describing

Job LV-adjective 75 -adjective
Before a noun = ULV an expensive shop D 12 JE a quiet shop
Joining two S<L{THEITT BN TENTT
Describing a verb = < FED T sellithigh DS LT 728 L) please be quiet

Watch out

An L)-adjective never takes T L 7=. Pastis ®@h' 07T
9, never WV T L 7.
Ending in L) does not make it an L)-adjective. 110\ +

B4 - B - TR pretty, famous, disliked, well are all 7&-
adjectives.

L W\is irregular. Its forms come from & LY K <7800 -
EH ol « K< T, never WK 7L,

Two things you get free

“Becomes”. &< 1D £ gets expensive, BEDMCTR D F
9 gets quiet— the same < and | as above.
Comparing. 25 DIEDHEVTT this one is more

expensive; —& = ULV TS the most expensive. The adjective
itself never changes for this.
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