Numbers and counters Oboeru 5

Japanese counts differently depending on what is being counted, and the number itself changes sound
when it meets the counter. These are the ones you meet in a shop, a station or a café.

| One to ten, two ways

Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Counting out — - = g bl 7N + A\ -\ +
loud ichi ni san yon / shi go roku nana / shichi hachi kyuu / ku juu
Things,any  —> —> =D [@MD AD KD g \D iR B
shape hitotsu futatsu mittsu yottsu itsutsu muttsu nanatsu yattsu kokonotsu too

Above ten, only the first row is used: +— juu-ichi, :+ ni-juu, E hyaku, 100, :F sen, 1,000, —E ichi-man, 10,000.
I Counters: the sound changes are the whole difficulty

Counter Used for 1 2 3 6 8 10 m";‘:“’;?
A people VD kD TAKA B<UCA @EBICA Lwdica A
B IR RS WBEL ICEL TAFL BCEL WEEL LpSEn K
A MO e Wl ICIEA SAEA BoIEA BoEA LwoiEsa PF
7 smallanimals | WoU'F IC0E SAUE 3208 @oUF Lwovz AT
i books notebooks | WoFED IIEFD TATD B<ED lEoTD Lwozo A
g MM LWBRL CEL FARL BV WL Lesren A8
B | timesoccasions | LiohM) IZAL TAAL BoBHW [Fohl Lwomwy  AE
% age Vo B ICZW FATL 3TV [@EodW Lozl AR

nansai

Highlighted readings are the ones that change sound. The pattern repeats: 1, 6, 8 and 10 tighten the sound before h e (—_k - &
counters, and 3 makes an | & counter voiced (Li/\.z = Li\/u)A

| Useit
~%Z L TEE L two, please — — D<K 2L I WL DT D how many? — HHDAIEWVWS DTITH
fIAT I D how many people? — fIATT M I W< 5TID how much? — CHUEWLWLK B5TEH
~mMC9 I'm..yearsold— —_ T+ TY I ~[g] ... times a week — 1@ |C=[0]
Watch out Two things you get free
Four people is & IC A, not & AICA. Seven peopleis L When you are stuck, use ~. It works for most everyday
BICA or BRIRICA. objects up to ten and no one will correct you.
Twenty years old is I&7=5, a word of its own — IZ L & Asking uses the same word. Put {a] in front of any counter
5 T L) is understood but sounds odd. — fAI# + Al + fAI[E] — and you have the question.
One and two people are special. )& D * 37D come
from the second row; from three on, people use the first
row.
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