The dictionary form

Oboeru %z 3

The form a dictionary lists, and the plain way to say "I drink” to a friend. Learn to go back and forth with

the polite form and you can look up any verb you hear.
I From the polite form, by verb group

I Group 2 - B-verbs (ichidan) — drop X9, add . T £ — FITF B akemasu - akeru

I Group 3-irregular— L X9 = 9B sury, KXY = KD «uru

I Group 1- S -verbs (godan) — change the last kana to the one in the same row with a u sound:

I Group 1: swap the i sound for its u sound
Polite form ends in Ly a’- 3-‘

Dictionary form uses ) < <

| Every group, in one table

Group Polite form
EVNE T tsukaimasu -
FH? T X9 kikimasu
Group 1 57T< 3 ] oyogimasu
godan ?%5 F 9 mochimasu
ﬁ%ﬁ £ 9 nomimasu
'ﬂE D)3 3_ tsukurimasu
Group 2 BT E T akemasu
enidan Ei‘:— £ okimasu
Group 3 L &7 snimasu
rreadr ﬂ%i@_ kimasu
| Useit

~CeDTEFEF T cando— kS W TEZXT
~2HDTY Ipanto—ES5DHDTY
~ ¥ whenever — B &3 HD XT

L 5 I U & b
El 2 b2} 3 CH 3
Dictionary form Meaning
55 tsukau use
B < «iku listen, ask
7k € oyogu swim
FFD motsu hold
R nomu drink
ﬂE D tsukuru make
BT B akeru open
#f£ZE D o getup
9B suru do
;E% Kuru come (reading changes)

I ~HilZ before doing — BRT &I
| #rkia~C e TF my hobbyis — K< S ETH
I plain speech to friends — J— b —% 8

Which group is a new verb in?

Does notend in % - always Group 1.

Endsin & - if the sound before B iseori (FAlT3 - &
£ 3) itis usually Group 2; otherwise (fE®) it is Group 1.
Six to memorise.

UFEﬁ'é cAB - iE% ° %DZD ° tﬂ% ° E% return, enter, run,

know, cut, need look like Group 2 but are Group 1.

Two things you get free
Looking words up. Dictionaries only list this form, so
hearing Bt £ L 7= and finding XL is the same skill.

Every other form starts here. C, 7, 72U\ and the “can
do" form are all built from the dictionary form.

Make Japanese words stick.

oboeru.underbanyan.com

Save any Japanese word with its reading, meaning, example sentences and audio — then let it
come back to you on your home screen while you get on with your day.
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