The »uw-form: saying “don’t”

Oboeru %z 3

The plain way to say “don’t” or "doesn’t”, and the base for asking someone not to do something, for

"must” and for “you don't have to".
| The rule, by verb group

I Group 2 - B-verbs (ichidan) — drop B, add 7R L. FilT & — BT 28U akerv . akenai

I Group 3 -irregular — § % = LZELY sninai, 3D = FEELY konai

I Group 1: S -verbs (godan) — change the last kana to the one in the same row with an a sound, then add A AT

I Group 1: swap the last kana for its a sound
Dictionary form ends in ) < <
72 L) form uses b h s}

Only one surprise: a verb ending in D takes b not 8.
| Every group, in one table

Group Dictionary form
@5 tsukau -
< kiku -
Group 1 7k < oyogu -
goden FFD motsu -
ﬁkt nomu —
EB tsukuru -
Group 2 BT D akeru -
enieen F¥CF B okiru -
3_5 suru i
Crogeior K3 ko ;
HB aru -

I Use it

~BWTL7EE L please don't — BT HEVWT L 7Z2E W

~E < THWVLWTT don't have to —
EKHRLTHVWWTT

~ %LV T without doing — RIDVE LN T

Watch out

S becomes 1. 5 — {F1 7L, never E&H 7LD,

4 % has no 7 L) form of its own — the negative of “there
is" is simply 72 L),

37XV is konai, not kinai. The same kanji is read three
ways across the forms.

El ) FoaY RN Y %)
e 1= A (X x 5

72U form Meaning
EHIRY tsukawanai not use
R DMLY ikanai not listen
‘;71( 7’)‘7;!: LY oyoganai not swim
:.I% 1278 motanai not hold
ﬁk F B nomanai not drink
YEBIELN tsukuranai not make
BT ELY akenai not open
E 3 td:‘a\ okinai not get up
LZELY shinai not do

not come (reading
changes)

;Et}: LY konai

ZEUN nai there isn't — odd one out
~BIFNIEED FHA must —
THEITNIEED FHA
~BWMIES DBVWVT T better not —
MELWNESIHAVWTY

plain speech to friends — 4 Bk H 7 L)

Two things you get free

The past. 78\ behaves like an L\-adjective: BTE 7R L) —
B E b o 7= didn't drink.

The polite version. Bl £t A means the same thing;
use 72 L) with friends and £t A with everyone else.
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