Everyday particles Oboeru 333

Japanese marks the job of each word with a small word that follows it. Get these right and word order
stops mattering; get them wrong and a correct sentence still sounds off.

| The ten you need first

Particle What it marks Example English
the topic — "as for .." o - '
54 written 12, said wa ﬂ\ti%i’( g As for me, I'm a student
S the subject, when it is new or being . e
H picked out MDFE->TWET It's raining
the thing the action is done to .
% written %, said o 7K%ﬁx‘7’ i 3- | drink watgh
- a point: a time, a destination, a FIRC T et up at seven
| int: a ti destinati THICES X lg
= person receiving EE‘—%% L F 3— I lend it to a friend
where an action happens, or what > make it at home
3 h ion happ h RTIEDFT | make it at h
T you do it with %ET??E" =30 | go by train
direction you head in - = , .
~ written ~, said e HEAANfTEET I'm heading to Tokyo
with someone; and, listing N o o . .
e everything RECHEUVET | hang out with a friend
H too, also — it replaces &, 1% or Z AMbBHITEET I'm going too
D of, 's — joins two nouns DA my book
h\B H e - . .
*T from ... until ... HEHISEERET from nine to five
I The two choices that trip everyone up
Choice Use the first when... Use the second when...
you are saying something about a known thing. - the word itself is‘the news, or answers “which
‘i or b\ @2&‘;% L\z‘-‘a_ — as for this book’ it's one?". : O)Kb\l% L\—C‘\-a_ — this book is the
expensive. expensive one.

[ marks a point you arrive at or something sits at. = "C marks where something happens. %HY—CET@

[Cor T FRICWVE 9 — I'm at home. & 9 — I drink at home.

| Fixed pairs worth memorising whole
~PFETT lke — BEIIFETY

~%& 12 &) please give me — IK%ZE L 2 & L)

~heh b 7 understand — BARENDHD £

~IZE2WE T meet someone — KEFEICEWVWE T

~TEEET oty — BETHIET | ~Hg~t topic + detail — RIEBHEL

Watch out Two things you get free

Three particles are not read as written. (& = wa, \ = e, Word order relaxes. Because the particle carries the job,
% = 0 — but only when they are doing a particle’s job. K% R TERAE T and R TKEZRAE T both work.

9 Only the verb must stay last.
Leaving through a place takes Z. /\ X Z[&D £ 9 get off v Y

Ending particles set the tone. ~ 13 checks you agree; ~
the bus, 3% £ T Jeave home. ap 13 you agree;

X tells someone something new.

Make Japanese words stick.

Save any Japanese word with its reading, meaning, example sentences and audio — then let it
come back to you on your home screen while you get on with your day.
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