Saying you can: the potential form

Oboeru %z 3

How to say you can do something — "l can swim”, “l can read this". One ending replaces a whole phrase,

and it changes one particle with it.
| The rule, by verb group

I Group 2 - B-verbs (ichidan) — drop ®, add 511.%. T % — FlF BND akerv - akerareru

I Group 3 -irregular — 93 = TE B dekiry, D —> RBND korareru

I Group 1: S -verbs (godan) — change the last kana to the one in the same row with an e sound, then add %:

I Group 1: swap the last kana for its e sound

Dictionary form ends in ) < <
“Can do” form uses z (53 \F
| Every group, in one table
Group Dictionary form
@5 tsukau -
< kiku -
Group 1 k< oyogu -
gock ‘é? kasu -
ﬁ%t nomu -
ﬂEZD tsukuru -
Group 2 Eﬁ“’é akeru -
ichidan E%é okiru .
Group 3 9D su -
irregular ;Eé Kuru .

I The object particle changes: % becomes 1}

Plain sentence

EZKEE EE LEd —i speak Japanese
| Useit
~FT politely — kITE T

~&S5ICHED F LT became able to —
OB EDICHEDELLE

Fli~FHA notyetable — F1EEITEFEA

Watch out

Dropping 5 is casual speech. People say fdl7413% and
FEENDB, butwrite EIT5NB.

Ability is not the same as "“it happens”. |73 = am
able to listen; B} C X % = | can hear it whether | try or not.

Same for 5% and R X 3.

£ 2 b A o %
t T 1 ~ & h
“Can do"” form Meaning
1§ i% tsukaeru can use
Fﬁﬁ (T3 «ikeru can listen
57T< U'% oyogeru can swim
g B3 kaseru can lend
ﬁk 3B nomeru can drink
ﬂE N3 tsukureru can make
Eﬁ“’ Bh% akerareru can open
EL:_E Bh% okirareru can get up
TED dekiru can do
* 5 h% korareru can come

"“Can do" sentence

H Z'KE'EL 73\‘ Eﬁt" i 9 —lcan speak Japanese

~FHA cannot — D FHFA
~Z DO TE X T the longer way —
KSZENWTEET

~h'5 because | can —EZX B D5

Two things you get free

Every “can do" verb is a Group 2 verb. They all end in %
after an e sound, so BX&H 3 - DX J - DALY - BX
8 7= follow the Group 2 rules you already know.

A polite refusal. 5 & > E#i £t A is a softer “no”

Make Japanese words stick.
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than saying you do not want to.
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