The »-form: plain past
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The plain past — and the cheapest form in Japanese. If you know the "C-form you already know this

one: change the last kana and stop.

I The rule: take the T-form and swap the last kana

I Every verb, no exceptions — C = fc and T = 72 . BRA T = BRATZ nonde — nonda

If you do not know the C -form yet — build it first: the five Group 1 patterns are in the table below, Group 2 drops

%, Group 3is L7z and 3K 7z.

| Group 1: the last kana of the dictionary form decides

Ends in Past ending Example Meaning
85 = > 7c tsukau - tsukatta used
DD+ B 27 D — o7z motsu - motta held
€3 = E> 7= tsukuru - tsukutta made
R — BRATE nomu - nonda drank
T35 AT B3N = WA TE asobu . asonda played
FeSB — FEATE shinu . shinda died
< Wi < = BN e wiku - kiita listened, asked
< (RY 7K < = FKUNE oyogu - oyoida swam
El L% B9 > 8 L7 kasu - kashita lent
I Groups 2 and 3 — plus the one exception
Group Dictionary form Past Meaning
Ggg(;"ae]1 17< iku - 1T o7= itta went — the exception
Group 2 T B akeru - BT T2 aketa opened
chidan I D okiru - 2 F Tz okita got up
Group 3 9B suru - L7 shita did
igE ;Eé kuru - *TC kita came (reading changes)
| Useit
~T=C &' D £ 7 have done before — ~71=8 & T after doing — BRAT-H E T
AKWEZehHBDFET
~T=1EFS5HWVWWT T you should — ~T=D~7=D L ¥7 do things like —
BWEIESHVWWTT EKWEDBEATZD
~7=5 if once — X =5 plain speech to friends — BEH. > 7z

Watch out

Same exception as the T-form. 17< — 1T 27z, never
TV

“Did not” is a different form. The negative past is 8L £ 73
Hr > 7=, built from 72 L) — there is no negative 7=-form.

Two things you get free

Two forms, one rule. Whatever you learn about C applies
here; the pair always matches.

The polite past. BX# £ L 7= says the same thing — use
7= with friends and & L 7= with everyone else.
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