The «-form

Oboeru %z 3

The form behind most everyday sentences — asking, "is doing”, permission, joining actions. Groups 2
and 3 take one step; for Group 1the last kana decides, in five patterns.

| The rule, by verb group

I Group 2 - B-verbs (ichidan) — drop %, add C. FlT % — FlT T akerv - akete

I Group 3 - irregular — just two verbs: 9% — LT snite, &3 — T «ite

I Group 1 S -verbs (godan) — the last kana of the dictionary form tells you which of five endings to use:

| Group 1: the last kana decides — &' 5 = # * < take T, the rest take T

Ends in Becomes Example Meaning
5 = (> T tsukau  tsukatte to use
203 27T D = 5> T motsu - motte to hold
E3 = YE> T tsukuru - tsukutte to make
L — XA T nomu - nonde to drink
NI A] AT W23 — 38 AT asobu . asonde to play
FE¥ = FLA T shinu - shinde to die (the Ogjr/bfveryday 2
< WT A< = BEWT wiku - kite to listen, to ask
< WwtT K< = 3KWT oyogu - oyoide to swim
El LT B9 > 8L T kasu - kashite to lend
I Groups 2 and 3 — plus the one exception
Group Dictionary form C-form Meaning
Gggé'aT 17< iku - 1T 27T itte go — the exception
Group 2 FlT S akeru . BT T akete open
enidan fBZB okiru - FF T okite get up
Group 3 ERCR - LT shite do
Irregular ;E% kuru - ;E'C kite come (reading changes)
| Useit

~TLEE L please do — EIWVLVT L 72 LY
~THVLWTY may .2 —RITTHLWVWTITD

~Th 5 after doing— I TH'S

Watch out

Only one verb breaks the rule: 1T < — 17> T jtte, never
TVWT.

Ending in % does not mean Group 2. These six change
like Group 1: 1F% « A% - ES - H3 - 13 - ES

return, enter, run, know, cut, need — S0 UFE'E‘ 2T , hot U'FEE'_C

~TWE T isdoing— BTATWET
~TIRWFFEEA mustnot —E>TIEWITEEA
~THET trydoing— KWTHET

Two things you get free
The past tense is free. Same change, last kana swapped:

T 71, T AT > AT nonda, drank.

Joining actions. Put actions in a row; only the last verb

shows the tense. ¥ ¥ T. BRAT. HDMTFE LTz gotup,
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had a drink, went out

© 2026 Under Banyan - Free to print and share



